Pericardial tamponade complicating central venous catheterization in an infant with very low birth weight: the role of echocardiography in diagnosis and treatment.
A case involving an infant with very low birth weight in whom an umbilical venous catheter led to pericardial tamponade, a rare but commonly fatal complication, is reported. This is one of only six reported cases in which the infant survived such a complication. Usage of echocardiographically guided pericardiocentesis under similar circumstances has only been documented once before. In the case of this 2-week old infant (birth weight 495 g), prompt diagnosis and treatment using echocardiography resulted in his survival.